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Course Approval
The syllabus was approved by the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 2017-03-16, and is valid from
the Autumn semester 2017 at Karlstad University.

Prerequisites
Completed courses 37.5 ECTS credits in semesters 1 and 2 of the spatial and social planning
programme (SGSAM) 180 ECTS cr

Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to
- describe and analyse the individual as a part of society in terms of different discrimination grounds
and social change,
- describe and analyse the conditions, interaction and relationships of individuals and groups with
special emphasis on public space,
- give an account of and discuss the relation between the global and the local and its importance to
regions and living conditions, and
- discuss and analyse how individualisation and the rapid social change processes transform society
and individuals' living conditions.

Content
Students deepen their understanding of and ability to analyse the individual as a part of society
through a focus on late modernity and social change. The course deals with social processes and
categorisation, especially in terms of gender, ethnicity, age and any other grounds for discrimination.
Globalisation and its manifestations at a local level are treated. The course also provides some
glimpses of late modernity sociological discussions on individualisation and social change.

Instruction is in the form of lectures, seminars and group discussions.



Reading List
See separate document.

Examination
Assessment is based on:
- written individual or group reports
- active participation in seminars.

Grades
One of the grades Distinction (VG), Pass (G), or Fail (U) is awarded in the examination of the course.

Quality Assurance
Follow-up relating to learning conditions and goal-fulfilment takes place both during and upon
completion of the course in order to ensure continuous improvement. Course evaluation is partly based
on student views and experiences obtained in accordance with current regulations and partly on other
data and documentation. Students will be informed of the result of the evaluation and of any measures
to be taken.

Course Certificate
A course certificate will be provided upon request.

Additional information
The local regulations for studies at the Bachelor and Master levels at Karlstad University stipulate the
obligations and rights of students and staff.

Required course for the socio-spatial planing programme.
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