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Prerequisites
General admission requirements

Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:

Knowledge and understanding
1. give an account of important periods of change in the history of Christianity and discuss possible
explanations to the changes,
2. identify and explain central themes in Lutheran theology.

Competence and skills
3. review the foundational texts of different denominations and different parts of the history of
churches.

Judgement and approach
4. identify problems in the ecumenical dialogue and analyse the different positions taken, and
5. identify strengths and weaknesses in research on Lutheran theology.

Content
The course comprises lectures and study visits, which provide basic knowledge of the main
reformation issues through translated source texts and seminars on literature presenting the reform
theologians in their historical context. The importance of the reformation in the past and the present is
studied. Students describe and critically analyse some important theological themes of the first



generation thinkers and how these are treated in current research. Special focus is on some main
features of the reformation process in Sweden and the current dialogue between the Lutheran World
Federation and the Roman Catholic Church. Instruction is in the form of lectures, study visits and
seminars. Students develop skills in describing and identifying some important historical and
theological factors for the breakthrough of the reformation.

Reading List
See separate document.

Examination
Assessment is in the form of a written exam (learning outcomes 1-4), and a written individual hand.in
assignment, presented and discussed at a mandatory seminar (learning outcome 5).

Grades
One of the grades Distinction (VG), Pass (G), or Fail (U) is awarded in the examination of the course.

Quality Assurance
Follow-up relating to learning conditions and goal-fulfilment takes place both during and upon
completion of the course in order to ensure continuous improvement. Course evaluation is partly based
on student views and experiences obtained in accordance with current regulations and partly on other
data and documentation. Students will be informed of the result of the evaluation and of any measures
to be taken.

Course Certificate
A course certificate will be provided upon request.

Additional information
The local regulations for studies at the Bachelor and Master levels at Karlstad University stipulate the
obligations and rights of students and staff.
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