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Prerequisites
30 ECTS credits in History of Ideas, Philosophy, Cultural Studies, Political Science, or equivalent,
with at 22.5 ECTS credits completed.

Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:

Knowledge and understanding
- identify and give an account of the main features of historical non-Western world views and relate
these to European world views and ideals of life,
- analyse the encounter and interaction between Western and non-Western worlds of ideas as
expressions of a globalisation process,

Competence and skills
- critically discuss arguments for dissemination, evolution, convergence, modernisation and
hybridisation as explanatory models of similarities between Western and non-Western world views
and thought patterns,
- contextualise and analyse world views in texts and documents of non-European cultures,
- outline the most important problems, arguments and conclusions in some non-European intellectual
history primary source.

Judgement and approach
- give an account of and discuss historical courses of events through analysis of the connection
between world views and human action, and
- critically reflect on Western idea traditions, canon, universal norms and axiomatic truths when



considering non-European perspectives and experiences.

Content
Non-European cultures are studied from a global and comparative perspective. The overarching theme
is world views with the aim to relate some of the main features of world views, primarily beyond
Western and Abrahamitic cultural spheres, to a traditional idea historical canon. Europeans' encounters
with alien cultures and their effects on our understanding of the world are treated. An important aspect
in the context is non-Europeans' conceptions of Europeans. The importance of the colonial heritage to
ideas conveyed is studied with the help of postcolonial theories which are placed in an idea-historical
context. The concept of globalisation and the emergence of global cultural patterns are also analysed.

Instruction is in the form of lectures, presenting essential content, and mandatory seminars on course
content in the light of course literature, in which students discuss their understanding orally and in
writing.

Reading List
See separate document.

Examination
Assessment is based on a take-home exam, active participation in seminars, and a brief popular
science seminar presentation on a course theme.

Grades
One of the grades Distinction (VG), Pass (G), or Fail (U) is awarded in the examination of the course.

Quality Assurance
Follow-up relating to learning conditions and goal-fulfilment takes place both during and upon
completion of the course in order to ensure continuous improvement. Course evaluation is partly based
on student views and experiences obtained in accordance with current regulations and partly on other
data and documentation. Students will be informed of the result of the evaluation and of any measures
to be taken.

Course Certificate
A course certificate will be provided upon request.

Additional information
The local regulations for studies at the Bachelor and Master levels at Karlstad University stipulate the
obligations and rights of students and staff.


	Syllabus

