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The syllabus was approved by the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 2025-03-06, and is
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Prerequisites
90 ECTS credits completed in History, Cultural Studies, History of Ideas, Religion, Sociology,

Political Science, Ethnology, or Anthropology, including at least 30 ECTS credits at the G2F
level or higher, or equivalent

Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:

1. give an account of national, regional, and local experiences of deindustrialisation,

2. discuss long-term consequences of deindustrialisation and its impact on the present, and
3. identify major directions within deindustrialisation research from the 1970s to today.

Content



This course examines deindustrialisation as a transnational historical transformation process
with ongoing local consequences, where workplace closures, job losses, and relocation affect
social cohesion and collective identities. The course addresses not only how families' means
of livelihood have changed and how the social world of the factory floor has been disrupted
by downsizing or outsourcing, but also how the collective identities of entire industrial
communities are undergoing transformation. As industrial towns transition to post-industrial
conditions, new promises for the future are accompanied by uncertainty, often characterised
by diverse and unclear horizons of expectation. The broader economic and social structures
that have shaped and validated working-class living conditions have been, and continue to
be, renegotiated over decades.

The course includes in-depth study within the field of deindustrialisation studies, as well as
an independently selected case study of deindustrialisation.

Reading List
See separate document.

Examination
Learning outcomes 1-2 are assessed based on active participation in seminars.
Learning outcomes 1-3 are also assessed based on an individual written hand-in assignment.

If students have a decision from Karlstad University entitling them to Targeted Study
Support due to a documented disability, the examiner has the right to give such students an
adapted examination or to examine them in a different manner.

Grades
One of the grades Distinction (VG), Pass (G), or Fail (U) is awarded in the examination of the
course.

Quality Assurance

Follow-up relating to learning conditions and goal-fulfilment takes place both during and
upon completion of the course in order to ensure continuous improvement. Course
evaluation is partly based on student views and experiences obtained in accordance with
current regulations and partly on other data and documentation. Students will be informed
of the result of the evaluation and of any measures to be taken.

Course Certificate
A course certificate will be provided upon request.

Additional information
The local regulations for studies at the Bachelor and Master levels at Karlstad University
stipulate the obligations and rights of students and staff.



