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Prerequisites
Admission to the Real Estate Management Programme at Karlstad University and Business
Administration 30 ECTS cr.

Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:
- give an account of and critically assess the choice of method in a research investigation,
- give an account of basic theory of science and research methodological concepts in business
administration,
- perform searches in Swedish and international computer based information systems,
- describe, discuss and analyse how research problems can be identified and formulated,
- interpret and critically assess research studies in business administration,
- critically discuss and justify the choice of qualitative and quantitative data collection and analyse and
interpret empirical data,
- design a study and author a thesis synopsis,
- independently and critically review and assess research studies, and
- reflect on academic knowledge generation and methodological application in business
administration.

Content
The course offers a theory of science overview and also deals with the basic steps in the research
process, providing the opportunity for students to develop skills in research methodology. Themes
addressed are critical thinking, the use of research methodological concepts, data collection and the
research and writing process. Also included are studies on established research methods in business
administration regarding qualitative and quantitative approches, and their application. Special



emphasis is put on students developing skills in processing and analysing empirically collected data in
the light of existing theories. Students also independently plan and design a research study.

Instruction is in the form of lectures, seminars and individual study.

Reading List
See separate document.

Examination
Assessment is based on a written exam, on written and oral individual and group assignments,
presented and discussed in mandatory seminars, and on a written thesis synopsis. Students are also
required to review a fellow-student's synopsis.

Grades
One of the grades Distinction (VG), Pass (G), or Fail (U) is awarded in the examination of the course.

Quality Assurance
Follow-up relating to learning conditions and goal-fulfilment takes place both during and upon
completion of the course in order to ensure continuous improvement. Course evaluation is partly based
on student views and experiences obtained in accordance with current regulations and partly on other
data and documentation. Students will be informed of the result of the evaluation and of any measures
to be taken.

Course Certificate
A course certificate will be provided upon request.

Additional information
The local regulations for studies at the Bachelor and Master levels at Karlstad University stipulate the
obligations and rights of students and staff.

Required course for the Real Estate Programme.
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